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DELIVERY 

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING THE GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
DELIVERY PORTFOLIO 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

1.1.1 To advise Members of decisions made through this Portfolio since the last Full 
Council meeting, to report on progress in delivering the Council’s Priorities covered 
by the Portfolio, to highlight any good news and issues of interest and to emphasise 
some future decisions.   

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 This report highlights some of those decisions in my portfolio which have been made, 
but not all.  Members wishing to view all decisions made can find these at: 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bfcr=1 

1.3 Decision Session – 4 March 2021 

1.3.1 Connected Autonomous Mobility 

1.3.2 The UK Central Low Carbon Future Mobility project is aimed at supporting Solihull 
residents to more effectively and sustainability move around the Borough in future. 

1.3.3 Based on the £250,000 recently secured from Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local 
Enterprise Partnership (GBSLEP), the Council has invited tenders to supply a ‘state 
of the art’, multi-person zero-emission Connected Autonomous Vehicle (CAV) for 
local testing purposes and to utilise in the context of the above partnerships. 

1.3.4 The project will enable us to learn more about the vehicle technology and its potential 
to solve some of the Borough’s transport challenges: including potential applications 
for linking local residents to places of work and transport hubs, such as the HS2 
interchange.  

1.3.5 At my decision session in March, I approved the recommendation to delegate 
authority to the Director of Economy and Infrastructure, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Growth and Infrastructure Delivery, to enter into 
partnerships with both public and private sector organisations in order to run 
transport trials as part of the Council’s Low Carbon Future Mobility Project. The 
precise nature of the partnerships will be determined on a case-by-case basis, but 
are expected to include: vehicle loan agreements; commitments to carry out vehicle 
servicing / maintenance regimes; commitments to use the vehicle in a defined safe 
manner; commitments to deliver supporting activity, including the use of 
complementary technology; agreements on apportionment of liabilities; commitments 
to safe storage etc. 

 
 

 

 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bfcr=1


1.3.6 Revenue & Capital Monitoring 20/21 as at 31st December 2020 

1.3.7 I considered and endorsed the 2020/21 revenue and capital financial monitoring 
forecast as at 31st December 2020; and considered the Portfolio’s progress against 
the latest 3 year savings targets in the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) as at 
31st December 2020. I also approved in conjunction with the Cabinet Member for 
Resources, a new reserve for Small Habitats Grants Programme uncommitted 
funding in order to mitigate against potential delivery and contractual risks resulting 
from the overall Wildlife Ways programme for up to 5 years post-delivery. 

1.4. Council Plan and Priorities  

1.4.1. The aim of my portfolio is to enable the Council to achieve the priority of ‘securing 
inclusive economic growth’ through the development and delivery of the key 
infrastructure required to deliver new homes and jobs, between public transport and 
better movement across the borough. I’m pleased to confirm that progress continues 
to be made across the whole UK Central Infrastructure Programme despite the 
current difficulties. 

1.4.2. Cycling and Walking Strategy 

1.4.3  In my last update to Full Council, I highlighted that consultation had recently been  
undertaken on a Draft Cycling & Walking Strategy, and associated Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP).  The consultation formally closed on 21 

December 2020, with a pleasing number of responses submitted, and positive 
feedback received regarding the hosting of virtual webinars that enabled direct public 
engagement.  

1.4.4   The adoption by the Council of a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan is 
significant, as emerging information being released by the Government on future 
cycle-related funding streams places an ever increasing onus on the requirement to 
have an adopted LCWIP in order to access funds. 

1.4.5   A45 / Damson Parkway Junction Improvement  

1.4.6   The Council has recently concluded consultation on proposals to improve the A45 
junction with Damson Parkway and Terminal Road.  The proposed scheme will 
deliver improved journey times for public transport and general traffic, whilst also 
improving conditions for pedestrians and cyclists at the junction. 

1.4.7    Consultation concluded on 15 March, with two virtual webinars hosted and well 
attended, and 197 questionnaire responses received.  Detailed analysis of 
consultation responses remains on-going but feedback has been generally positive, 
with 79% of all respondents either fully or partially supporting the proposed scheme. 

1.4.8   Further development of the proposed scheme, and the associated Outline Business 
Case, will be reported through the Growth & Infrastructure Delivery Portfolio during 
the 2021 / 2022 municipal year.  

1.5 Future Decisions 

1.5.1   The Portfolio will consider progress made on the investment programme. 

1.5.2    Could I take this opportunity to thank Perry Wardle, Alan Smith, Walter Bailey and 
the rest of the Team for their help and advice during the last two years. 

 


